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Falls Creek Primary School
School Overview

Falls Creek Primary School is a remote, rural school in a unique alpine environment. The area is often subject to
snow and adverse weather making access difficult. Situated 30 kms from Mt Beauty in the Victorian High
Country, the school services the small but fluctuating cosmopolitan population of the ski resort. Student numbers
vary seasonally from an initial enrolment of around 10 at the beginning of the school year to approximately 50 in
the winter term.

The purpose of the Falls Creek Primary School is to provide a range of challenging, integrated and motivating
learning experiences for the students in all strands of the Victorian Essential Learning Standards. The aim is to
develop high standards, foster high self esteem, maximise each child’s potential and prepare them for further
education.

Key programs operating in the school are:
e The Japanese exchange program where students from Falls Creek PS go on exchange to Japan for two
weeks every second year and in alternate years this school hosts Japanese students for a similar period.
e The student teacher program with Victoria University where two student teachers from the university
undertake placements at Falls Creek Primary School for the whole of Term 3.

e The winter ski program which culminates in participation in the Victorian and Australian Interschool
Snowsport Championships. The school has considerable success in both team and individual events.

Student enrolments

Due to the school location in the ski fields of the Victorian High Country, the enrolments fluctuate significantly with
the seasons. As can be seen from the charts below, the student numbers as at the August census are
considerably higher than at the February census.

February enrolments are relatively steady. Winter enrolments in 2008 were 40, 14 less than in 2007. This was
due to the fact than an annexe was used to accommodate additional students in 2007, whereas in 2008 numbers
were limited to the 40 that could be housed in the school building.

Total students enrolled in school - February Total students enrolled in school - August
census census
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Parent Satisfaction

Overall, parental satisfaction of both permanent and winter parents in 2008 has improved slightly since 2007.

When comparing the school mean against the state primary median, the school is marginally lower in School
Improvement, Approachability and Reporting. Parent Input is 1.8 points lower than the state median. It should be
noted that the Parent Opinion Survey is conducted during Term 3 when the winter parents have their children
enrolled at the school. For the most part, these parents are unfamiliar with the school operations and only see the
school in operation during winter. Planning for the winter term takes place earlier in the year, before the winter
families arrive.

Comments made by the parents on the comments page of the parent Opinion Survey were, on the whole, positive
and pleasing.
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Parents' satisfaction with this school
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Commonwealth Requirements

e Teacher Satisfaction — For confidentiality reasons the average score for teacher satisfaction (morale) at this
school is not able to be reported as there were three or less respondents.

« Teacher Absence — In 2008, the average number of days absent per teacher was 25.5 days. This was
higher than the state median of 6.4, largely due to sick leave taken by the Principal.

e Teacher Retention — The only ongoing teaching staff member at Falls Creek Primary School as at June
2007 was still at the school as at June 2008. This gave a retention rate for ongoing staff of 100%. The
average figure across all Government schools was 88%.

Of the five fixed term staff employed at Falls Creek Primary School for Term 3, 2007, three or 60% returned
in 2008 (Helen Whittaker, Kerry Dodd, Tarryn Dalton).

o Teacher participation in professional learning — The Principal participated in Cluster Innovation and
Excellence meetings, monthly Heads of Schools meetings, Hume Region’s Annual Conference, the annual
Big Day Out gathering and Regional Director's Day meetings of which there was one per term.

Teaching staff attended four days of training in the Hume Region Maths Common Curriculum, and the Upper
Kiewa Cluster Professional Development in eLearning, interactive whiteboard use and literacy testing
methods.

o Teacher Qualifications — All teachers in Victorian Government schools are registered with the Victorian
Institute of Teaching. The requirements for registration with the Victorian Institute of Teaching can be found
at; http://www.vit.vic.edu.au/content.asp?Document_|D=241.



http://www.vit.vic.edu.au/content.asp?Document_ID=241
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Principal's Report

Term 1
School Council made the decision to employ Helen Whittaker as a teacher for the year, to provide continuity for
permanent students due to planned long service leave and sick leave absences of the Principal, Mr Greg Ross.

The February census enrolment was seven students. The students participated in one day a week school visits
to both Mt Beauty and Tawonga Primary Schools, where they could socialise with a larger cohort of students, and
experience classroom routine in larger (numerically and physically) classrooms. These visits have a positive
effect on the social and educational development of the students, and also prepare them for future transition to
the local secondary school.

The annual swimming program at the Mt Beauty Swimming Pool was run in conjunction with visits to the other
local schools. The swimming program culminated in the Cluster Swimming Sports Carnival in early March.

At the end of February we had the honour of a visit from Governor of Victoria, David de Kretser and his wife Jan.
They spent time talking to the students and answering questions, and their visit was a great introduction to a unit
of work on Civics and Citizenship and Australian history and geography.

Professor de Kretser and Mrs de Kretser with school staff and students

Term 2

In March we were visited by Waterwatch coordinator Emma Russell, who took the students around the village

to demonstrate how to use various scientific processes to test water quality and record results for the Waterwatch
program. This visit led to our school commencing a monthly Waterwatch testing program at 3 sites around Falls
Creek village. In May we were approached by Channel 10 to film a segment for their Morning Show. A camera
crew and presenters spent a day in Falls Creek filming the students taking water samples and recording results,
and some students had the opportunity to be interviewed. This program went to air in early winter, and was a
great opportunity for our small school to showcase some of the unique programs we are able to offer to students.

The student population increased steadily throughout the term, reaching 12 students by late-May, and 20
students after the Queen’s Birthday weekend, which is the start of the ski season. In May the school’s Japanese
Intern, Hajime, arrived to begin teaching Japanese.
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Miss Whittaker and students doing Waterwatch testing

Term 3

An enrolment policy was put in place to limit winter numbers to 40 students during 2008, as a result of difficulties
in facilitating a satisfactory annexe situation of winter 2007. Additional classroom staff, Tarryn Dalton, Georgia
Ryan, Josh Walsh, and ski instructor Kerry Dodd were employed to cater for increased enrolments. In addition to
these the school had two student teachers, one on a ten week final placement, and one on a three week
placement, music teacher Peter Huf and Japanese teacher Hajime.

It was a most successful term which culminated in an end of term concert which received widespread acclaim.
Also during this term students participated in a very successful skiing program which resulted in the school
placing first at both the Victorian and Australian Interschool Snowsports Championships, winning overall Primary
School Trophy at both events. Some of the students also competed in the Kangaroo Hoppet Cross Country Ski
Race, winning the Primary School Team Trophy for the second successive year. The increased level of success
in cross country skiing this year can be attributed in part to the new equipment which was purchased with a grant
from the Federal Government Investing In Our Schools Programme. The school trophy cabinet will have to be
extended to cater for the huge number of individual and team trophies awarded to the students this winter!

Term 4

The focal point of this term was outdoor and environmental activities. The students visited Howmans Gap Alpine
Centre once a week for rock climbing, archery and orienteering, and also made use of the flat grassy area at the
Camp for introducing the younger students to bike riding. Students also visited Wallace’'s Hut on the Bogong
High Plains and assisted Parks Victoria Rangers with revegetation of an old campfire site and continued to study
the local streams, taking scientific measurements for Waterwatch.

A highlight of the term was the visit to the habitat of the endangered Mountain Pygmy Possum on Mt McKay,
where the scientist studying the possum communities showed the students a female with four young in the pouch,
and talked to the students about measures being taken to protect this rare marsupial. In November students and
teachers were invited to attend the renaming ceremony for Mt Niggerhead, with government officials, aboriginal
elders and spectacular aboriginal dancers.

At the end of term the school community had a final farewell barbecue for Greg Ross, who retired from his
position as Principal of Falls Creek Primary School after 19 years of service. The school community thanks him
for his commitment and dedication to the school, and wish him a very long and happy retirement.
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Student Progress & Achievements

Student Learning

Each year, students in Years 3 and 5 at Falls Creek Primary School participate in the National Assessment
Program — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). In 2008, the school had one student in Year 3 and none in Year 5
at the time the assessments were conducted. One or 100% of students participated in the NAPLAN tests.

For privacy reasons, the school is unable to report on groups of less than 10 students. For this reason the charts
below do not indicate the results of the NAPLAN testing of students at Falls Creek Primary School.

Percentage of students achieving at or above the National Minimum Standard
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Falls Creek Primary School
Student Engagement and Wellbeing

Average number of absent days per student

The graph below indicates that the student absence rate in 2008 was 18 days per student. This includes non-
curriculum absences only. Curriculum absences, such as camps, excursions and attendance at school sporting
events are not included.

In 2007, the state benchmark was 13.4 absent days per FTE (Full Time Equivalent including part-year fractions)
student. 2008 benchmarks are not yet available, but will be calculated in August.

The absence rate is higher than the 14.4 in 2007, but still considerably lower than in 2006, when it was 26.5.

In an effort to reduce the incidence of absenteeism, parents were reminded in the school newsletter of the
importance of regular attendance.
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Students' school connectedness

Each year students in Years 5 and 6 complete the Students Attitudes to School Survey. They are asked to what
extent they agree with each of five statements (I feel good about being a student at this school, | like school this
year, | am happy to be at this school, | feel | belong at this school, | look forward to going to school) on a scale
where 1 = strongly disagree and 5 = strongly agree.

At the time the 2008 survey was undertaken, no students were enrolled in Years 5 or 6 at Falls Creek Primary
School. Therefore the graph below does not show data for 2008.
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Falls Creek Primary School
Student Pathways and Transitions

Falls Creek Primary is a small rural school which in some years has no students in particular year levels. As of
the end of last year there were no Year 6 enrolments. Comment on transition programs from Year 6 to Year 7 for
2008 is therefore not possible.

Generally, however, Falls Creek Primary School students in Year 6 would attend orientation days in the middle of
and late in the school year at Mount Beauty Secondary College with other Year 6 students from Mount Beauty
Primary School and Tawonga Primary School.

Many students who attend Falls Creek Primary School for only Term 3 return each winter and are familiar with the
school and its programs. Those students enrolling for the first time are encouraged to visit the school with their
parents before they commence at the school to familiarise themselves with the environment and meet the staff
and other students.

The school also operates a Prep Orientation program at the end of each year as needed to assist the incoming
Prep students in the transition from preschool to primary school. The incoming students attend Falls Creek
Primary School for half or full day visits several times during the last term.

The report from the 2008 Parent Opinion Survey indicates that the average score for parent satisfaction with
transitions was 6.07 (up from 5.74 in 2006 and 6.04 in 2007) on a scale from 1 to 7, where 7 is the best possible
score. This is slightly above the state primary median figure which is 5.79.
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Future Directions

As stated in our school Strategic Plan, the purpose of the Falls Creek Primary School is to provide a range of
integrated and motivating learning experiences for its students in all strands of the VELS which will develop high
standards, foster high self esteem, maximise each child’s potential and prepare them for further education. This
is to be done in a positive, caring environment with all school and community members working together in
partnership.

In order to achieve the above, we must provide our students with the best resources, both physical and human,
that we can. Additional cross country ski equipment purchased this year has already significantly improved
student sporting performances, and manipulative maths equipment has been utilised by all grade levels to assist
in student learning. Employing winter staff with specialist skills and knowledge in Dance, Drama, Music, Skiing
and Japanese allows the school to offer an extensive and varied curriculum to all students.

As outlined in our Annual Implementation Plan for 2009, our focus will be:

1. To ensure that all children are extended and supported to improve their achievement within the
framework of the Victorian Essential Learning Standards.

2. Analyse student absence data with a view to improving student attendance.

3. All Year 6 students to participate in secondary transition programs, and transition programs to be
available to all Prep students.
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Financial Performance and Position

Falls Creek Primary School finished the 2008 school year in a sound financial position. The tables below provide
a summary of School Council’s financial performance (revenue and expenditure) for the school year, and a
summary of the School Council’s financial position (funds available and financial commitments) as at the end of

2008.

Financial Performance &
Operating Statement Summary
for the year ending 31st December, 2008

Financial Position
as at 31st December, 2008

Funds Available

2008 Actual

Revenue 2008 Actual
DE&T Grants $43,376 High Yield Investment Account $31,907
Commonwealth Government Official Account $2,571
Grants $6,628 Other Bank Accounts( listed
State Government Grants individually)
Other $12,837
Locally Raised Funds $27,971
Total Operating Revenue $90,811 Total Funds Available $34,478
Expenditure Financial Commitments 2008 Actual
Salaries and Allowances $39,921 School Operating Reserve $18,282
Bank Charges Co-operative Bank Account
Consumables $2,234 Assets or Equipment $2.600
Books and Publications $552 Replacement < 12 months '
Communication Costs $3,393 Revenue Receipted in
Furniture and Equipment $20,314 Advance
Utilities $7,915 Building/Grounds including $2.946
Property Services $12,102 SMS < 12 months ’
Travel and Subsistence $696 Region /Clusters
Motor Vehicle Expenses Funds/School Based
Administration $611 Programs <12 months
Health and Personal Provision Accounts < 12
Develo $884 months
pment
Professional Development $542 Repayable to DEECD
Trading and Fundraising $1,326 Other Recurrent Expenditure $844
Support/Service $854 (Accounts Payable)
oz [ [ e
Ei:,a;nod?tirz " $117,720 Building/Grounds including
SMS > 12 months
: 2 Region /Clusters
Net Oparafing Surplus $26,90 Funds/School Based $9,806
Capital Expenditure $1,415 Programs > 12 months
Please note that the above amounts do not include Provision Accounts > 12
any credit revenue or expenditure allocated or spent months ,
by the school through its Student Resource Co-operative loan >12
Package months :
= Beneficiary/Memorial
Accounts
Total Financial $34.478

Commitments
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The Cross Country Ski Program at the school was greatly enhanced through the investment of approximately
$20,000 in cross country ski equipment. Plans for this were outlined in the Future Directions and Financial
Performance sections of the 2007 Annual Report. The purchase was funded with money received in 2007
through the Commonwealth Government’s Investing in our Schools Programme. This is largely responsible for
the deficit shown in the Operating Statement Summary above. The students benefited from increased time for
participation without the need to visit ski rental outlets and from increased levels of success at inter school
competitions.

During 2008, the school received Drought Assistance Funding of $5,300. The purpose of this funding was to
make it easier for struggling rural families to meet ongoing costs of education and educational activities. It was
largely expended on camps and excursions.

For some of the year, Helen Whittaker was employed as a Casual Relief Teacher to give continuity of education
to the year round students whilst the principal, Mr Greg Ross, took long service leave from the school. This
resulted in higher than normal figures for salaries as shown in the financial performance table above.

It should be noted that salaries for staff other than Casual Relief Teachers are paid centrally and are not included
in the above summary as they are funded separately through the Student Resource Package (SRP).

The school council accounts for 2008 have been audited as part of the Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development’'s commitment to audit schools at least once every three years. The audit report has not
yet been received. However, at the auditor's meeting with the Principal and Business Manager at the conclusion
of the audit, it was indicated that no areas of concern had been identified.
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School Contact Information

Address: P O Box 38, Falls Creek, Vic 3699
Principal: Miss J Helen Whittaker

School Council President: Mrs Tina Cook

Telephone: 03 5758 3311

Email: falls.creek.ps@edumail.vic.qgov.au
Web site: www.fallscreekps.vic.edu.au

This report contains summary data extracted from the School Level Report. If you would like to access the School
Level Report, please contact Miss Helen Whittaker on 03 5758 3311.
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